From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com>
Subject: Re: 1625 for $1.  
Message-ID: <m0uqNgD-0002G2C@e-tex.com>

Sure enough, and they pay shipping.  Got 35 of'em.  Tks for the repost.

73 de Pete  WA5JCI



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: flegler@pilot.msu.edu (Stanley L. Flegler)
Subject: 1625 tubes for sale
Message-ID: <199608131214.IAA28190@pilot06.cl.msu.edu>

I just saw this in the Ham Trader Yellow Sheets, NIB 1625's at $1.00 each.
Contact Don and Joe, 800-231-3057.  If my memory is correct, these are used
in all ARC-5 Command Set transmitters.  73 Stan K8RPA, flegler@pilot.msu.edu 



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com>
Subject: Re: 1625's
Message-ID: <m0uqSrm-0002GQC@e-tex.com>

I wonder what warehouse they found these in?  Maybe they could check the
next one over for ARC 5s and ART 13s.

73 de Pete  WA5JCI



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com>
Subject: Re: 1625's
Message-ID: <3211314C.4525@metronet.com>

I remeber as a kid ordering 1625's from Burstein & Applebee.  I vividly 
recall the price was five for buck.  They had lots of good surplus !!!!
-- 
73 de K5RW, Neal McEwen  nmcewen@metronet.com  - Richardson, TX (Dallas)
             WWW Page for Telegraph Key Collectors and Historians  
              http://fohnix.metronet.com/~nmcewen/ref.html


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: billo@nti.net (Bill Wilson)
Subject: 32V-3 manual copy F.S.
Message-ID: <19960813171702590.AAA427@LOCALNAME>

I have an extra copy of the  32V-3 manual with fold out schematic and
binders.  $10.00 postpaid.

Bill
AC4LC
email; billo@nti.net



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: "Benjamin D. Hall" <bdhall@ghgcorp.com>
Subject: 5763 tube needed, capacitors
Message-ID: <321119B4.3344@ghgcorp.com>

Hello folks!

First of all, thanks to everyone who provided suggestions on the cap 
question.  Seems like the way to go would be NPO ceramics, but I'll 
probably go with some sort of plastic film since I haven't been able to 
find NPO ceramics in 0.01 and 0.02 at 1kV, but can find 0.01 and 0.022's 
in polypropylene.  Individiual thank you notes will get into the mail 
tonight.

Second of all, I need a 5763 tube.  New or pull, as long as it tests 
good.  Will trade or buy outright, what are your needs?  (have 
12AX7's, 6BJ8's, scope tubes, others)  Would rather give 
money/tube to a listmember than AES.  Pulled apart a General Radio 
Oscillator to find out what was binding the tuning mechanism, and found 
an overshimmed stop.  While I had her open, I figured I'd check for 
shorted caps and test the tube, a 5763.  Well, seems she has an 
intermittant short.  Since I don't trust my tube tester (a crummy 
Accurate Instruments 151) and the HP VTVM shows no shorts, I figured I'd 
rather get another than fry the unit, as it is like new on the inside!  
Very nicely made unit.

As always, thanks and 73,
Ben
-- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------
 From the computer of
 Benjamin D. Hall, Houston Texas
 BDHall@GHGCorp.com -or- BHall@GP802.JSC.NASA.gov



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org
Subject: AC/DC RADIO POWER LINE WIRING
Message-ID:  <9608131145.aa11357@pcusa01.ecunet.org>


Note 1:

 > I would use a 2 wire line cord and a 2 blade *polarized* plug on it.  A
 > polarized plug has blades of 2 diff sizes, one larger than the other.
 > 
 > The wider blade is the neutral, it should be wired with the line cord so
 > it goes to the chassis of the rig.
 > 
 > A 3 wire cord & plug is not necessary here.  Good luck & work carefully.

Note 2:

 > Also, make sure your house's AC outlets are correctly wired!
 >  > > the ground is *not* the same wire
 >  > as the neutral--they are separate & should join only when they get to
 >  > the service box).<
 >  > 
 >  > John, I don't mean to be picky, but doesn't even this depend on the
 >  > particular wiring scheme per the NEC?  (bonding screws, etc., whether
 >  > "service equipmnet", etc. ad nauseam...)  :-)
 > 
 > Dunno, it's what an electrician told me!  It makes sense to me.
 > -John

Note 3:

Further thoughts on this...

The only current-carrying conductors under normal (unfaulted) conditions
are supposed to be the hot wire and the neutral wire.  They are intended to
carry *all* of the current needed to run a device plugged into an AC
socket.

Both of these wires run all the way back to the box.  They may of course
run through a number of other outlets and juntions along the way but the
*total* circuit (hot [=black] and neutral [=white]) is continuous.

The only time the *ground* circuit is supposed to carry current is if a
fault occurs in plugged-in equipment which puts current onto the 3rd
(ground [=green]) wire.  The ground is carried by the third (usually bare)
wire of Romex cable, the conduit & bare wire of BX cable, EMT conduit,
etc., thru outlet & junction boxes, etc., all the way back to the main
service box.

I'm not an electrician but I try to understand the reasons behind the
wiring rules.  The NEC book is kind of hard to read, it's so big.

Since the `hot' chassis of an AC/DC radio will already be connected
directly to the neutral wire (as per Note 1; assumes the outlet is
correctly wired), it does not need the extra wire to ground--it's already
there.

If your 3-wire outlet was incorrectly wired (hot and neutral exchanged),
plugging an AC/DC wired this way into it would give great sparks & blow
fuses/circuit breakers!!

It may in fact produce some further problems if the neutral and ground
wires at the outlet are not each at actual ground (0 volts) as sometimes
happens under practical conditions.  Then the current induced by this
voltage will flow via the chassis of the AC/DC radio thusly wired.

 -John Sehring (08/13/96  8:39 am MT @Baker, Montana) UCC wb2eqg


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com>
Subject: AM detection, whats fair?
Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.93.960813131340.14788A-100000@iglou>

> >20 meter AM sure sounds good tonight. Wish I could work some of you with BA
> >rigs as well as all the guys working me with riceburners! I must admit,

I've done a little AMing myself and it seems like there is so much qrm
from ssb signals that I end up using the "exhaulted carrier" method of
detection. That's techie talk for using the bfo/ssb position and the
sharper filters. 

My question is this: Is this fair play? Should AMers force themselves to
restrain from using these modern, ssb, sidewinder, slopbucket methods of
receiving or does anything go? What are most AMers doing along these
lines? 

I enjoy the beautiful sound of a strong, clean AM signal as much as
anyone. But I often think that if this guy was just using ssb, I could at
least hear him! I don't think the problem is my receiver. I've used about
all of them with similar results. Thus far, the best I've heard is my
Ft-1000mp with synchronous detection and the 6kc filter. One of the best
Boatanchors I've tried for AM has been the NC-303. But no matter what,
when it gets tough, I put the rx in ssb mode to copy the weaker AMers. 


Steve Ellington N4LQ@IGLOU.COM  Louisville, Ky 




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: k9gdt@juno.com (George P Sieverson)
Subject: AM Filter for the Collins 75A-4
Message-ID: <19960812.223141.11358.0.K9GDT@juno.com>

Greetings fellow thermionic emissives,

Here's the final chapter in the story of my search for a suitable AM
filter.  Quite a number of you have written privately wondering about the
outcome. 

The 8KHz filter for the R390 arrived from Fair Radio.  Because it's
mechanically different than the stock 75A-4 filters, I had to develop a
"creative" installation solution, which was to support the filter by
connecting the bottom "J" leads to the 9-pin connector with three short
lengths (about 3/8") of heavy solid wire.  If you can grow two more hands
before trying this, things will go more smoothly and you won't be making
references to my ancestry! 

I'm not sure of the wire size.  I just reached in the scrap wire box and
pulled out a short hunk of what looked like common house wiring.  The
three supports provide sufficient mechanical strength and stability,
unless contemplating mobile operation.  (???)  I can grasp the filter at
the top with two or three fingers while installing it in the radio, just
like a stock filter.  The electrical connections on the top of the filter
were made with a short piece of RG174.

How does it work?  Great!  But it is W-I-D-E.  We're talking Hi-Fi AM
here.  I'm going to use it a whole lot if/when ten meters ever opens
again.  It's excellent for operation on the lower bands when the foreign
broadcast is gone.  However, it will NOT supress the resultant heterodyne
caused by two AM stations spaced 5KHz apart.  If you want to work around
the QRM, you will need someting else, like the 3.1KHz filter, which works
very well on forty meter AM when things get tough.  I think the 8KHz
filter is an excellent solution for those with no 6KHz mechanical filter.
 (Life is very good!)  

Now the great news.  A kind soul from BOATANCHORS took pity on me and
offered to part with a spare 6KHz Collins mechanical filter for $10. 
(Bless you, Eric!)  It arrived last Saturday.  It's not made for the
74A-4, but it works well electrically.  The filter is a F 455 D 60, one
of those large, heavy rectangular types.  I have it Ty-rapped to two
jumbo-sized adhesive backed bases sitting on top of that big aluminun
cover which is held down by two wing nuts.  (Purists take note:  Any
side-effects from this process are completely reversible using a little
naptha.)  

Although not as nice sounding as the R390 filter, it is highly effective
on that nasty 40m evening QRM.  If you tune "right on the money", there
are no heterodynes.  So, now I want to use both new filters.  (Gee, it's
too bad they didn't give that selectivity switch four positions.)  I'm
not a collector, just a ham who wants to use the radio.  So for me, this
solution is ideal.  Real 6KHz selectivity without the 6KHz price!  

Life is truly magnificent!

Cheers,
George
***********************************
George Sieverson
Barrington, IL
K9GDT@JUNO.COM
george.sieverson@hbc.honeywell.com
**********************************


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: jmiller@teleteam.net (Jay H. Miller)
Subject: AMers are Missing Out
Message-ID: <v01510101ae35683fa06b@[199.34.24.13]>

Hey guys,

20 meter AM sure sounds good tonight. Wish I could work some of you with BA
rigs as well as all the guys working me with riceburners! I must admit,
however, the non-converted have been most impressed with AM. I doubt if
many of them have ever tuned up their Kenwoods and Icoms on AM before!
Perhaps we will have some new guys joining our ranks.

Come on! The band is not dead! K0BS and I get on 14.286 every weekday at
1800. Absolutely perfect +40 between Dallas and Rochester, MN. Butch is
using his Johnson 500 and I'm on the 32V-3.  75 meters is just too noisy
here to fool with. About 0300 at night seems like a good time.

73 and see you on the band!

   *********** ################### ***********
   Jay H. Miller, KK5IM            Dallas, Texas
The Pocket Guide to Collins Amateur Radio Equipment
    AMI#846      Collins Collectors Association
             jmiller@teleteam.net
   *********** ################### ***********




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: Dave Hockaday <wb4iuy@nando.net>
Subject: Re: AMers are Missing Out
Message-ID: <199608131225.IAA07738@bessel.nando.net>

>Hey guys,
>20 meter AM sure sounds good tonight. Wish I could work some of you with BA
>rigs as well as all the guys working me with riceburners! I must admit,

I made a very nice QSO last tuesday night on 20 meters AM (14.286)... at
11:00 local time! Kinda late, but the QSO lasted for about 30 minutes, and
another station was calling the other party when I signed. The band held up
for S-9+ signals the entire time. I blew the cobwebs out of the Heath twins
and Gonset amplifier, and had a very nice time doing so. Get on 20 AM and
get them firebottles a'burnin!





 
Dave Hockaday Wb4iuy
wb4iuy@nando.net

http://www.webbuild.com/~wb4iuy/teara.html
(alternate)http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/3341/
http://www.RTPnet.org/~fcarc/
(alternate)http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/3212/
http://www.webbuild.com/~wb4iuy/
(alternate)http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/3489/
http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/3349/
http://www.RTPnet.org/~rdrc/







From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: rlahlum@juno.com (Ross J Lahlum)
Subject: Another BA Recovered from the Deep
Message-ID: <19960813.203722.11134.0.rlahlum@juno.com>


Hi Folks,

Well, I got such a good deal from my friend in Aurora on the waterlogged
Tektronix 1L10 that I went back & got a few other things.  (BTW, the 1L10
cleaned up very nicely but needs work - that one's on hold until the
manual comes.)

The piece de resistance is a General Radio 1026 Standard Signal
Generator. 
It's a beauty - typical solid G-R construction & quality.  The down side
is,
it's such a complex piece of gear I'm going to have to do some major
disassembly before I can even get at all the parts that need to be washed
out. 

The question, which I am hoping to tap the group's expertise on, is how
to deal
with corroded aluminum.  Inside the many die-cast aluminum compartments
where
the tuned circuits dwell there is a great deal of pockmarked corrosion. 
It
doesn't look like the actual circuit elements or the switches are
affected, but
the aluminum oxide on the walls looks like it could be trouble.  Is there
a
good way to get rid of it?  Is there something I could use to just wash
it
away, or am I going to have to take the whole thing apart & scrub it down
with
a toothbrush?

Last but not least, does anybody have a copy of a General Radio Model
1026
manual they'd be willing to sell or copy for usual & customary charges?

(Hope this isn't off-base.  IMO it is a boatanchor, and it is for fixing
boatanchors...)

Thanks to all & 73,
Ross KB9JJR
rlahlum@juno.com


--IAA15674.839940675/x7.boston.juno.com--


--------- End forwarded message ----------


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: "John H. Dilks III" <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
Subject: BA parts at AWA meet, Rochester, NY
Message-ID: <19960813235431.AAC16532@LOCALNAME>

To All,

        RE: AWA meet at Rochester, NY on September 4 - 7 th.

With some luck I'll be attending this year with a 6' x 12' box trailer
loaded with good-ole-boatanchors and BA parts from my friend's estate. (I'll
confirm on here around Labor Day for sure.)  Now the idea is to sell
everything and have lot'sa room to bring home a few new goodies for me, both
BA and early wireless. If everything goes well with the sale (with your
help) I should have some room on-board to bring some BA gear back to
Southern New Jersey for friends.  (There is also the possibility I will
detour to Gathersburg on the way home?)

So keep me in mind and look me up if you're going there September 4-7th.
I'll be the good looking guy with the black and silver trailer,  full on the
4th, empty by the 6th and half-full on the 7th.

P-L-E-A-S-E  don't ask me to detail what I'm bringing, as I'm still digging
things out of his cellar and attic. Other than lots of small parts, test
equipment and old Military gear, a receiver or two or three, some Heathkit
gear and old magazines; I'm just not sure what will turn up.

        73'  John Dilks, K2TQN
.=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-====-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=.   
|     73's from John H. Dilks, K2TQN, oldradio@worldnet.att.net      |
|    .^.     Collector of early Wireless Radios & Books.     .^.     |
|   ( ~ )   Always looking for well-made Home-Brew Radios.  ( ~ )    |
| ___[ ]___< Member of the New Jersey Antique Radio Club >___[ ]___  |
| Meets the second Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in Freehold, NJ |
`=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-====-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=' 



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: "Christopher A. Bowne" <radiobwn@q.continuum.net>
Subject: RE: BA parts at AWA meet, Rochester, NY
Message-ID: <199608140108.VAA07308@q.continuum.net>

If anyone is going to the AWA meet from my vicinity (Southeast CT):

 I have a Millen 90811 Vari-Arm VFO that I promised Bruce Kelly, W2ICE, 
would be donated to the AWA museum station, for use with the W1HRX 
James Millen transmitter.  I would like to have it sent out there with someone, 
rather than exposing it to any damage from shipping.  Please get in touch if
you are able to perform "courier duty."  I can arrange to meet up with you to
transfer custody while you are on your way there, or I can drop it off with you
beforehand.

73 es Happy 4th BA Birthday!

Chris Bowne, AJ1G
Stonington, CT (Exit 91off I-95)
radiobwn@q.continuum.net
AMI No. 211





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: john <johnmb@mindspring.com>
Subject: Re: Black Ugly Replacements...and paper replacements
Message-ID: <2.2.16.19960813063701.37bf0b78@pop.ral.mindspring.com>

At 08:15 PM 8/12/96 -0500, you wrote:
>Hi folks, sent off that first post without this question, oops!
>
>I am ready to dig into the SP-600 and start wholesale recapping of the 
>Black Uglies (some of you call these Black Beauties, but I have renamed 
>them to be more true to form) but don't know what I want to replace them 
>with.

        I'd like to follow Bens question with one, while we're talking cap
        sources. I'm planning an order of paper bypass caps...normally
        the .1@400 VDC jobs found throughout BA's. 

        I'd like to buy 100 min, as I have several units in the repair queue.
       
        I'm guessing that a poly part is the recommended replacement... does
        anyone have recommended sources for these? Many are radial, but
        few are axial!
        /john
        

        

 +----------------------------------------------------------+
 |John Brewer johnmb@mindspring.com                         |
 |WB5OAU/4             AMI #24                              |
 |Vintage Gear web page: http://www.mindspring.com/~johnmb/ |
 +----------------------------------------------------------+



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: Terry Burge <terrybu@netman.ENS.TEK.COM>
Subject: Re: Black Ugly Replacements...and paper replacements 
Message-ID: <9608131521.AA02016@netman.ENS.TEK.COM>

John and company,
	Here is a list of some sources. Some of the info is a bit dated
but should get you started. From rec.antique.radio+phono:


1. Antique Electronic Supply, 6221 S. Maple Ave., Tempe, AZ 85283,
   (602)820-5411: Great source for tubes, components, restoration
   supplies, books, etc. If you're new to the hobby, start with
   the AES catalog--it's indispensible!

2. Puett Electronics, P.O. Box 28572, Dallas, TX 75228,
   (214)321-0927: Incredible supply of literature and service
   data, also some parts. Good source for collectors of
   E.H. Scott and McMurdo silver radios.

3. Play Things of Past, 3552 West 105th St., Cleveland, OH 44111,
   (216)582-3094: Plenty of hard-to-find parts for the earliest
   radios, including rare tubes. (Probably the best source for
   original parts on 1920's sets.) Lots of literature as well.
   Excellent catalog.
4. Old Tyme Radio Company, 2445 Lyttonsville Rd., Silver Spring,
   MD 20910, (301)585-8776. Tubes, vintage parts, radios,
   test equipment.

5. Great Northern, P.O. Box 17338, Minneapolis, MN 55417,
   (61) 727-2489: Lots of stuff for collectors of Zenith radios--
   parts, literature, T-shirts, service data.

6. Vintage TV and Radio Supply, 3498 W. 105th St., Cleveland,
   OH 44111, (216)671-6712: Nice selection of books, tubes,
   knobs, components, refinishing supplies, etc. Much better
   knob selection than AES (#1 above). Good catalog.

7. Wade's World of Knobs (Wade and Joe-Ann Terrell), 7109 E. Arbor Ave.,
   Mesa, AZ 85208, (602)830-7849: Reproduction plastic knobs and dial
   lenses, etc.

8. Antique Radio Labs, R1, Box 41, Cutler, IN 46920, (317)268-2214:
   Limited selection of various parts and literature.

9. Don Diers, 4276 North 50th St., Milwaukee, WI 53216-1313:
   Nice selection of tubes and vintage parts. Tons of caps!
   Fun to read catalog!

10. Triode Electronics, Box 578751, Chicago, IL 60657, (312)871-7459:
    Jukebox needles, cartridges, tubes, other parts.

11. A.G. Tannenbaum, P.O. Box 110, East Rockaway, NY 11518,
    (516)887-0057: Vintage parts and literature, test equipment.

	I especially like Antique Electronic Supply in Arizona for cap
replacements. There prices seem reasonable and I usually buy a large
amount.

Terry


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com>
Subject: Re: C-W Crystals.....gone!
Message-ID: <9608131147.AA02449@taku>


----- Begin Included Message -----

From: w5tvw@juno.com (Sandy Blaize)
Subject: C-W Crystals.....gone!

His XYL passed away and he has shut down the C-W Crystal operation he and
his wife have been running for quite a few years.  

----- End Included Message -----


I hope some kind soul can buy his remaining inventory
and keep the grinding wheel going!

Is JAN still charging $25 for FT-243s?

73,
--Andy
wallace@mc.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Robert Nickels <ranickel@mwci.net>
Subject: Cap Sources
Message-ID: <321116B5.30E8@mwci.net>

Here are a couple of good spots for replacement capacitors
(or "condensers, as Bobbi reminds us!)/...

Bob's Antique Radios
111 East 29th St.
LaGrange Park, IL   60526

A nice guy with good prices (recent special was .1/630 mylars
at $7.00 per 25)

Santech Electronics
P.O. Box 187
Tappan NY   10983    (914) 359-1130

Great prices!  Ex.  .1uf 400 V mylars at $5 per 25, and .047 uf
400 V at a dime apiece.  Plus UPS.  And if you mess with old
broadcast radios at all, they have the 160V 'lytics at $.50 each, a
real "hum-dinger" of a deal!

No connection, just satisfied customer with a full cap drawer!

73, Bob KE0T
ranickel@mwci.net


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net>
Subject: Capacitor (condenser) replacement
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.960813101747.23732B-100000@indy2>


Hi!

   There's been much talk about replacing capacitors of late; lots of 
questions, not so many answers.  Soooooo...I'll try to discuss the topic:

   I. Hysterical Perspective

     A. "Just like the one Papa had"
   Traditionally, "real old" BA ham gear has waxed-paper bypass,
molded-case mica RF and electrolytic (wet or dry) filter condensers, and
if you're doing a museum restoration, you'll use nothing but.  This 
requires chasing a dwindling resource; while there are still molded-case 
micas and a very few lytics around as NOS, the paper jobs are gone.  Much 
checking of junkbox & original ones is required.
   Newer BA gear tends to have much the same, plus a lot of disc ceramic 
condensers--those, you can still find.
   In either case, it's a compromise and not without risk from condenser 
failure.  However, if you're going the museum route, that's how it's done.

     B. "Blue-collar electronics"
   Many of us are happier with gear that works for a living and keeps on 
working.  Few indeed are the rigs so rare that museum-style restoration 
is required!  So picking replacements becomes more a matter of what 
works.  There *are* some choices that'll keep the gear looking old, which 
we'll get to presently.


   II. Choose Yer Weapons

     A. "RF Applications (Diathermy at work?)"
   In the case of RF coupling or fixed padding condensers, there aren't 
a lot of choices.  NOS Molded-case micas *can* still be had, but should 
be checked before use, as the silvering can migrate through the mica over 
time.  Modern "dipped mica" units work fine and are an obvious choice.  
COG or NP0 ceramic units are quite stable (especially monolithic types) 
and may offer some improvement over micas.  Polyethelyne (Saran wrap and 
foil, more or less) condensers are also quite good.  In general, match 
existing voltage ratings--but be aware of RF current; you can cook any of 
these types with too many amps and this is sometimes the reason a unit 
rated at a far higher voltage was used, as it is bigger and can take the 
heating.  The polyethelene units are rolled and do have a bit of stray 
inductance; this is not generally a problem at HF but should be given 
consideration.  The other rolled- and stacked-film types are generally 
not considered suitable for RF.

     B. "Bypass and Coupling (sounds like a railway switchyard to me!)"
   Ahh, here are the real villans of the piece!  "Black beauties," 
waxed-paper, and junk ceramic discs abound.  They were cheap and they 
worked--for awhile.  The waxed-paper units have always been notorious 
offenders; their life is short & highly variable and their 
characteristics non-ideal.  So-called "Black beauties" are the same, with 
a molded case that attempts--and generally fails--to cheat the Capacitive 
Reaper.  And the "trick dielectric" disc ceramics (X7R, Z5U, etc.) are 
non-linear with change in applied anything and can fail if exposed to 
humid conditions; still, they're the best of this crowd and suitable for 
non-critical use, like lo-fi audio coupling and some low IF bypass.
   Modern replacements include (in ascending order of quality)
original-style discs, the monolithic versions of "trick" ceramics, rolled
film (mylar, polyethelene, polypropalene, etc.) stacked film (as above; I
believe the Sprague "Orange Drops" so beloved of the TV service trade are
also of this type) and NP0/COG monolithic ceramics.  The rolled mylars
have the cosmetic advantage of looking very much like wax-paper
condensers; but all rolled condnsers will have slight stray inductance and
probably should be confined to 30Mc and down.  Generally, *any* of these
types will do, so long as voltage ratings and possible frequency
limitations are taken into account. It's mostly a matter of what fits and
what's available. 

     C. "Filter condensers, or, what's that hummmmmminginggggggg?"
   Another fun area.  I'm not going to repeat the various fine postings 
we've seen in the past on reforming electrolytic filter condensers; seem 
to recall Hank van Cleef giving it the definitive treatment some while 
back.  Suffice to say, it can often be done and is generally worth a 
try--most of 'em are a bear to take off the chassis and if you can fix 
'em instead, do so.  Replacement condensers can often be found, though 
can types (Mallory FPs & kin) are getting scarce.  NTE and others make 
axial and radial 'lytics in ratings up to at least 450V.  Intalling them 
in place of can-type ones can take a bit of ingenuity but it's not rocket 
science. :)
   You'll also see nice fat oil condensers used in some filters.  They
*tend* to be self-healing and "last forever," but be wary; a dented or
leaking one is probably NG!  The oil in old ones *is* often PCB-based, but
so long as it has not been burned or exposed to very high temperatures, it
is not as toxic as news reports suggest.  (If it has been burned, count
that gear dead; you *really* don't want the problems).  Wear impervious
gloves when cleaning up minor leakage (ammonia will remove the oil) and
dispose of gloves & cleaning waste properly.  Don't get the oil on
yourself, your clothes, or your workbench.  (And don't quote me to
laywers!  However, most such condensers in ham gear fall into the category
of "small capacitors" and are nearly unregulated).  Modern oil condensers
are PCB-free and usually the same size as or smaller than the older types. 
Some BA-ists report good success using AC-rated "motor-starting" 
condensers, which are generally less expensive and more widely available. 
   In a very few cases, well-sealed paper condensers are used for 
power-supply filters.  If they test good and the case is intact, they'll 
probably stay good; if replacement is needed, oil or electrolytic types 
can be used.  Be careful not to greatly exceed the capacity of the originals.


   III.  General Mechanical Notes

   You will often find that new capacitors are smaller then the ones they 
replace.  This can often be turned to advantage, by shortening up lead 
length, making more direct chassis grounds, etc.  The rolled film types 
usually have the outside foil marked, with a dot or line near that lead, 
and it should go to the ground side in bypass applications and to the 
plate side in coupling use.  In RF uses, be very mindful of lead length 
and possible stray coupling.
   If using disc ceramics to replace axial-lead condensers, be gentle 
with the leads.  Don't bend them right at the body of the unit, and don't 
put it under strain when you hook it in.  (I've had 'em fall right apart!)
   The replacement of can-type 'lytics got a bit of hand-waving above.  
As a general rule, always remove dead 'lytics from the chassis (they're 
filled with middlin' corrosive goo).  Replacements can be mounted on a 
terminal strip underneath the chassis, or on an insulating support 
(phenolic, plex, etc.) above, being mindful of possible shock hazards.  
You *can* open up and clean out defunct 'lytics, mounting replacements in 
the can, but it's a tricky art.  (Frontier Electronics specializes in 
this, if you're so minded but lack the time/space to try).  *Really* tiny 
'lytics of high value & voltage rating are probably a bit iffy for filter 
use, and should be used with caution; they may overheat and fail.


   IV. In Summary  (At last!  At last!  Will she never Just Shut Up?) 

      A. "Random Musing"
   Condenser replacement is *not* High Art.  Even high-zoot "as new" 
restoration is in this instance, just a matter of creative scrounging. 
And fixing up gear to "working electronics" standards can result in some
improvement.  The original gear ran (often quite well) with fixed
condensers that were generally *less* ideal and less stable than their
modern replacements.  There are so many options available now, most of 
them far better than the Giants Of Yore had to work with, that it is 
quite pleasurable to "redd up" the old gear.

     B. "Where To Find 'Em"
   Good sources for condensers include Digi-Key, Newark, Mouser, 
MAI/Prime Parts (Indianapolis) and your local TV repair-parts stores.  
Radio Shack has *some* but tends to be pricey and lack the higher voltage 
ratings.


   I hope this has been of some use to folks.

   73,
   --Bobbi



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: roecker.greg@ist.mds.lmco.com
Subject: Capacitor replacement
Message-ID: <Chameleon.960813075844.greg@roeckerpc.acc.atl.mmc.com>


Hello to all,

I'm working on getting my CE 200V up and running, but I ran 
into a bunch of those small, round, white 'Chemtronic' 
capacitors that are bad.  What type of capacitor do you replace 
those with???  Most are in the audio section.

Any help would be appreciated!!

Thanks, and 73,

Greg / N4OSJ

-------------------------------------
Greg Roecker
E-mail: roecker.greg@ist.mds.lmco.com
Voice:  770.668.1245
Fax:    770.698.5220
From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: jmiller@teleteam.net (Jay H. Miller)
Subject: CCA Cedar Rapids Best Yet
Message-ID: <v01510100ae364cc5606c@[199.34.24.1]>

ALmost 50 members of the The Collins Collectors Association gathered last
weekend in Cedar Rapids, Iowa for what has become an annual indulgence in
the pleasures of Collins radios.

Everyone gathered by the motel pool for a *cocktail* party Friday night and
swapped stories with fellow collectors, users and retired Collins employees
until the wee hours of the morning.

On Saturday the group gathered for a group photograph before the massive
Collins antenna farm located near the C Avenue complex. These antennas were
erected beginning in 1962 and are the principal RF radiators for Collins'
commercial radio station propularly known as Comm-Central. The group was
treated to a tour of the control room, transmitter room and antenna switch
by operators of the station.

The Linn County History Center then opened their doors for a VIP inspection
by the group. The History Center is currently displaying an excellent
collection dealing with the life of the company founder Arthur A. Collins
and the impact he and his company made on the Cedar Rapids community. Many
interesting pieces of Collins gear and memorabilia are on display. The
museum's exhibit runs at least through the end of the year and is open
every day except Sunday.

Back at the motel a clinic on restoring Collins radios was conducted by
Butch Schartau, K0BS and myself. The group also heard a fine talk and slide
show by Ben Stearns who is working on the biography of Art Collins.

A room was set aside for eqipment displays and lots of interesting and rare
equipment was available for inspection. Attendees participated in an
interesting exercise using the new CCA Equipment Grading Standards
published last month with the quarterly newsletter.

Later that evening the attendees and several guests gathered for dinner and
heard Warren Amfahr discuss his memories of many years of working at
Collins Radio.

At dawn on Sunday it was off to the Cedar Valley ARC Hamfest, a treat we've
enjoyed for many years, and a morning of crusing the flea market for the
obscure and rare. Little in the way of Collins gear escaped the sharp-eyed
CCA people I assure you! A posting on this event occurred yesterday on the
list.

Next year's CCA summer meet will take place the weekend of August 3-- a
week earlier than usual due to the CVARC fellows expanding their fine
hamfest to larger quarters at the Amana Colony.

Thanks to all who attended! It was a blast and next year will be even better!

   *********** ################### ***********
   Jay H. Miller, KK5IM            Dallas, Texas
The Pocket Guide to Collins Amateur Radio Equipment
    AMI#846      Collins Collectors Association
             jmiller@teleteam.net
   *********** ################### ***********




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org
Subject: CURRENT LIMITING FOR BA TESTING
Message-ID:  <9608131300.aa05201@pcusa01.ecunet.org>


An even easier way to get a 220 volt light bulb is to make one:  Just use
two 110 volt light bulbs in *series*!  A pair of 110 volt 75 watters would
thus give you 150 watts @220 volts.

 -John Sehring (08/13/96  9:51 am MT @Baker, Montana) UCC wb2eqg


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: KA6UUP@aol.com
Subject: drifty sx110
Message-ID: <960813215125_384176347@emout19.mail.aol.com>

BAers
   In one of the early Electric Radio issues someone did a series of articles
on vacuum tubes. I cannot recall all the details but I do remember that the
author
suggested that depletion of the thoriated filament(?) could be the cause of
many drift problems. Since that time I have been able to improve drift
problems 
by substituting tubes until I find one which results in good stability. I
would suggest trying this before doing any extensive mods. I have even been
able to reverse the 
direction of drift this way!

Chuck Bennett 
ka6uup@aol.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com>
Subject: FS: 75A-4 AC Plug
Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.93.960813213420.11876A-100000@iglou>

I just received the manual copy for my A4 from W7FG. It was excellent
except for a few hand written notes from the original. Having finally
gotten the schematic, I rushed into the shack, grabbed the May, 1990 issue
of Electric Radio, removed the bottom of the A4 and performed the (agc
mod.). Anxious to hear the results, I turned the receiver on only to find
it dead as a hammer. It turned out to be a broken wire in the ac cord
right up close to the plug. Quickly, I replaced the plug and will replace
the whole cord. The mod really did the trick! Now here's the deal:

I will sell this ORIGINAL AC PLUG FOR A 75A-4 for only $900.00 
These are very rare devices. I've never seen one for sale at any price but
I must SHARE my treasure with other A4 owners. This plug would look great
mounted in glass or just setting on your operating table. 

If this is for you then let me know quickly. It won't last long at this
price. I already have a place picked out for it should it go unsold.

Steve Ellington N4LQ@IGLOU.COM  Louisville, Ky 



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: "Tony" <tony@bright.net>
Subject: FS: Boatanchor Stuff
Message-ID: <199608130229.WAA22419@brutus.bright.net>

Time to make some more space! Here are a few smaller, lighter items 
(yeah!) for sale:

Drake 2-B: Chassis shows some pitting, but the rig works great and 
looks very nice. No speaker/Q-multiplier.

Knight Kit S-8A speaker: matches the R-100, I believe. No back, but I 
don't think it had one to begin with.

Hallicrafters S-38D: Complete, and it works, but there is some 
discoloration on the top - looks great otherwise.

Mosley CM-1 receiver: A rare receiver in really nice shape. AM works 
great, the SSB sounds distorted to my ear. I haven't had time to make 
any electrical checks, and I'll bet it's easily diganosed and 
corrected. This set is like new cosmetically, and I have the original 
manual as well.

Homebrew "Moniscope": From a CQ article (April 1954), described as "A 
Device for Continuous Transmitted and Received Signal Monitoring". 
This device is built into a cool Bud 'scope cabinet, and is in very 
good condition. It appears to work, but I don't have a rig to test 
the display with, so it's being sold as is.

Well, that's it. All items are available for best offer plus 
shipping. I plan on attending the Findlay, Ohio Hamfest on September 
8th, and can deliver these items then.

Thanks for reading.

73, Tony N8SNC




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Dave Hutchison <djhutch@cris.com>
Subject: Glenn Sparks e mail address
Message-ID: <3211200A.169D@concentric.net>

Hello all:

I recently purchased some gear from Glenn Sparks right here on the BA 
net.  I have, however, lost his e mail address and would appreciate any 
help finding it!!!

73's

Dave Hutchison KW9U


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: midshires@cix.compulink.co.uk (Andrew Emmerson)
Subject: GPL TV equipment
Message-ID: <memo.874573@cix.compulink.co.uk>

I note that at one time, the US company GPL (General Precision 
Laboratories) was importing and badging as its own image orthicon studio 
cameras made by Pye of England.

Does anyone have any idea when this arrangement started and ended? I'd be 
very keen to buy one of these cameras for restoration as there are 
precious few of them left here!

Andy.



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: GIBSON@ASTMAG.LBL.GOV
Subject: Hallicrafters SX28 dials
Message-ID: <960813114124.20c002b1@ASTMAG.LBL.GOV>

 
     I have been restoring my Hallicrafters SX28A. Replaced the caps, out of
value resistors cleaned the paint and it works and looks great. Except for
the dials and s-meter, they are not a graceful aged yellow, they are a
MAHOGANY color! Does anyone know of a way to bleach them or a replacement
source?
        Thanks.   John Gibson    gibson@astra.lbl.gov


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: okasb@rex.mtv.gtegsc.com (Bob Okas)
Subject: Re: Hallicrafters SX28 dials
Message-ID: <9608132157.AA23252@rex.mtv.gtegsc.com>

John,
    I don't know about the dials on the SX-28, but on my SX-25,
I had a modicum of success using Go-Jo. Be very careful and don't
let it sit too long as it *will* dissolve the ink. Don't ask me
how I know 8(

    A minute or two is all it takes and a considerable amount of
lightening should occur. Try the back of the dial first to see if
it lightens to an acceptable level before trying the front.

Bob - N3MBY


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US
Message-ID: <199608131434.KAA09939@altair.cs.unc.edu>


Jim Lockwood KM6NK created this list 4 years ago today. It has grown
a little bit since then :-) Many thanks to all who have played a role
in keeping this valuable resource alive (especially Jack and Phil).
73,
Nick KD4CPL

Here's a copy of the very first message: 

============================================================
>From Jim.Lockwood@Eng Thu Aug 13 14:15:53 1992
Subject: testing, testing....

I've put together an alias on my machine for those of us who have
been swapping info on DX100/TX1 class rigs this week.  It consists
at present of:

250-<mal@cosmid.apldbio.com>
250-<brewer@anarky.enet.dec.com>
250-<nick@sunpix.East.Sun.COM>
250 <zardoz@rx-db.hf.intel.com>
250-Jim Lockwood <lockwood@acidqueen>

and can be reached/used by mailing to:
        boatanchors@acidqueen.eng.sun.com

At the risk of actually having to maintain this alias instead of
doing Real Work, I will probably announce its existance on the net
and be willing to add folks to it as/if demand warrants.

Altho consisting of those of us with 100lb Heath transmitters at
present, I have no interest in moderating this alias or restricting
it to just that breed of rig.  I'd rather see it be used for any
discussion concerning any firebottle rigs.

73,
Jim - KM6NK
===========================================================


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: john <johnmb@mindspring.com>
Subject: Re: HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US
Message-ID: <2.2.16.19960813172227.3f1f55ba@pop.ral.mindspring.com>

At 09:37 AM 8/13/96 -0500, you wrote:
>
>Jim Lockwood KM6NK created this list 4 years ago today. It has grown
>
>Here's a copy of the very first message: 

>250-<mal@cosmid.apldbio.com>
>250-<brewer@anarky.enet.dec.com>
>250-<nick@sunpix.East.Sun.COM>
>250 <zardoz@rx-db.hf.intel.com>
>250-Jim Lockwood <lockwood@acidqueen>

        I'm still here, Nick's still here, Jim's still here (although
all 3 of us are at different addresses). Does anyone know the whereabouts
of the other two?

        Best 73
        /john


 +----------------------------------------------------------+
 |John Brewer johnmb@mindspring.com                         |
 |WB5OAU/4             AMI #24                              |
 |Vintage Gear web page: http://www.mindspring.com/~johnmb/ |
 +----------------------------------------------------------+



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: k1zat@dsport.com
Subject: Re: HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US
Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.95.960813220215.13220A-100000@puff>

On Tue, 13 Aug 1996, john wrote:

> At 09:37 AM 8/13/96 -0500, you wrote:
> >Jim Lockwood KM6NK created this list 4 years ago today. It has grown
> >Here's a copy of the very first message: 
> 
>         I'm still here, Nick's still here, Jim's still here (although

I'm still here, although not in the original five, but in 
the top twenty.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY YA'LL...

   jd





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: Tony.Seaton@turner.com
Subject: INVADER 2000 FS
Message-ID: <210950C0.1689@turner.com>

     INVADER 2000 in better than good cond.Unit is clean and works good.
     $500.Will not ship but will meet within reasonable dist of Atlanta and 
     will be at Shelby.
     Tony W4KQL  tony.seaton@turner.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: "Bob Ragain, 303-470-2534, RAGAIN@SEDALIA.OMNES.SLB.COM" <RAGAIN@hubvx6.sedalia.wireline.slb.com>
Subject: Knob painting, TG-34 Code machine
Message-ID: <960813111308.25023dd1@hubvx6.sedalia.wireline.slb.com>

BA'ers

I just recently painted the knobs on my R390A, too.  A 1/4 inch shaft was
placed into the knobs and the old paint was removed on a wire wheel as was
suggested by someone.  Worked great.  Since the paint is of unknown 
composition it's a good idea to use a good dust mask.

Rustoleum flat black was applied after cleaning with thinner and has not chipped
at all.

The white lines can be replaced with typist's correcting fluid (like "White 
Out"), thinned slightly with the thinner made for that purpose, and applied 
with a hypo syringe with the needle ground off to a convenient slope (about 
45 deg).  By thinning the fluid it will flow into the slot in the knob. 
Line painting was in two steps:  paint the line on the side of the knob with 
the knob on edge then lay them on their backs and paint the line on the end 
of the knob.  That keeps the fluid from running downhill.  The same process 
would probably work with paint, too.

I tried the "paint and wipe off excess" method but always had a residue left
in the pores of the flat paint.

Good luck and a steady hand....


Bob


[TG-34 code machine:  Some time ago a list member was inquiring about a TG-34 
code tape reader.  I found one at a hamfest a few weeks ago, have now satisfied
my memory renewal process (used TG-34 for Novice code practice 30 yrs ago), 
and it's available for someone elses memory enhancement.   If interested, please
e-mail me directly.]


-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Bob Ragain  WB4ETT     303-794-4396 (nites)      wb4ett@slb.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: "Grant Youngman" <nq5t@gte.net>
Subject: KWS-1 HV Fuses
Message-ID: <199608131748.MAA06144@mail1.gte.net>

Gang ...

Does anyone know of a source for the high voltage fuse (1A HV) used 
in the KWS-1?

Grant/NQ5T

--------------------------------------------
Grant Youngman / NQ5T
nq5t@gte.net
HTTP://home1.gte.net/nq5t/index.htm

Beautiful downtown Double Oak, TX
(near Dallas)
--------------------------------------------


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Bill Sorsby <bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com>
Subject: Let It Be Known
Message-ID: <199608132033.PAA25390@dlep1.itg.ti.com>


Let it be known that the Wouf-houng and Rettysnitch have been dusted off and
brought out of storage.  The ARRL apparently determined that current band
conditions warrant this unprecedented action.  Photos of these implements of
excruciating pain can be seen in the September issue of QST.

Sadly, using politically correct terminology, the ARRL merely wondered
whether these implements should be revived rather than directly stating such.


Regards,
Bill Sorsby, N5BU

***************************************************
bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com
Views expressed herein are no one's fault but mine.
***************************************************



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: "Paul Bock" <pauboc@smtplink.pulse.com>
Subject: Re: Let It Be Known
Message-ID: <9607138399.AA839980960@smtplink.pulse.com>

     >Let it be known that the Wouf-houng and Rettysnitch have been dusted 
     >off                      ~~~~~~~~~~
     
          Ummm, not to be too picky, but make that Wouff Hong (as in "Royal 
     Order of the...").  A terrifying instrument, indeed; to suffer its 
     infliction to one's - well, it's just too horrible to contemplate.  I 
     shudder to think that things have regressed to such a state of affairs 
     as to make anyone even *think* about bringing it back into use.....
     
        73 DE K4MSG



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Lrware@aol.com
Subject: Re: Let It Be Known
Message-ID: <960813205205_384117480@emout12.mail.aol.com>

OK guys, if your going to make inside jokes about some old ARRL
artifact, you're going to have to explain them to all us non-ham types.
> Wouf-Hong and Rettysnitch  ???

-Larry Ware
lrware@aol.com
 


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Bill Sorsby <bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com>
Subject: Re: Let It Be Known
Message-ID: <199608140142.UAA01531@dlep1.itg.ti.com>

At 07:49 PM 8/13/96 -0500, you wrote:
>OK guys, if your going to make inside jokes about some old ARRL
>artifact, you're going to have to explain them to all us non-ham types.


OK, since I started this thread...  Back in the very early days of ham radio
there was apparently a legend involving a device called the wouff-hong which
was used to punish ham operators who were rude, inconsiderate, foul-mouthed
and/or employed bad operating practices.  The wouff-hong was followed by the
rettysnitch which accomplished a similar function albeit in a somewhat
different manner.

It's hard to say exactly how these devices might actually have been used but
the wouff-hong looks kinda like a giant nut-cracker and the rettysnitch
looks like a cross between a sword and an auger with a really wicked point
and possessing spikes on its hilt.


Regards,
Bill Sorsby, N5BU         bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: "Benjamin D. Hall" <bdhall@ghgcorp.com>
Subject: Re: Let It Be Known
Message-ID: <321126D8.78@ghgcorp.com>

Lrware@aol.com wrote:
 
> OK guys, if your going to make inside jokes about some old ARRL
> artifact, you're going to have to explain them to all us non-ham types.
> > Wouf-Hong and Rettysnitch  ???

I second Larry's comment.  Would someone please explain this to us 
non-ham types?  (Well, I am not a ham type yet)  Inquiring minds want to 
know.

Thanks and 73,
Ben
-- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------
 From the computer of
 Benjamin D. Hall, Houston Texas
 BDHall@GHGCorp.com -or- BHall@GP802.JSC.NASA.gov




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: arc5@ix.netcom.com (David Stinson )
Subject: R-808/GRC-14
Message-ID: <199608131142.EAA10197@dfw-ix7.ix.netcom.com>

You wrote: 
>
>Ed Zeranski ran across an R-808/GRC-14 by 
>IT&T Federal Radio while on the east coast.
>...Anybody know anything about this beast? 

The R-808 is part of the GRC-14 and AN/MRC-55
jeep-mounted HF sets. It covers 1.8 to 34 MC 
in four very large drum-scroll tuning bands.  
It has built-in 115VAC and 24 VDC power supplies,
a teletype converter, a very good sharp CW position,
a carrier operated squelch with relay output,
break-in keying contact and other nice features.
Construction is completely modular and it's very
easy to work on.  It's also very, very sensitive.
When working well, it is a fine piece of gear.
Keep reading, all you 808 owners--
I know what you're thinking!

Here are the pin-outs on the power and 
audio connectors on the front.
PLEASE don't chop-out the connectors and
put some gawd-awful replacement in the wound.
The connectors were available from Fair Radio,
last I heard.

Power Connector
115 VAC: pins J and D
+24 VDC: pin A
Ground: pin E
Break-in relay control: pin B
Squelch relay (keys to ground: pin K

Audio Connector (PRC-type headset plug)
600 ohm audio out: pins A and L
Ground: pins B, E and H

The manual is a hugh two-volume set
called NAVSHIPS 92911, T.M. for 
Radio Set AN/MRC-5.  You only need
volume one.

The MRC-5 failed and was replaced because of 
(repairable) mechanical instablility 
in the receiver caused by a design error. 
They were widely available on the surplus 
market about 10 years ago and most 
now gather dust in garages because they 
"wobble-wooble" with the slightest bump.

HOWEVER, the design problem that caused the 
failure as a jeep-mounted radio is easily fixed.
The problem is in the connectors and tube sockets
of the large RF deck on the bottom of the rig.
I've repaired three of these and they all
were very steady, excellent performers afterward.
The R-808 makes one super-fine ham receiver 
once it's repaired.  I have one on my bench right
now, and it is one of the rare exceptions
I make to my WW-II-only collection.  

Here's how to fix the problem:
Unplug the coax Lo-Z antenna lead and the 
white wire Hi-Z antenna lead from the 
large RF deck.  Tune the rig to the end of 
the band that exposes the hex-wrench lock 
screws on the mechanical coupling between
the RF deck and the tuning gear.
Loosen both ends of the mechanical coupling 
and slide it back out of the way.  Be sure not
to move either tuning setting while you work.

Loosen the screws holding the RF deck and pull
the big module out.  Clean all the connectors.  
Pull and re-seat all the tubes.  Open the panels
and check each and every tube socket pin for 
cold solder joints, which I found in two of
the three I repaired.  Now put it back together
and enjoy your radio.  In the three I've repaired,
this is all that's been required.  If yours is 
still unstable, tap around with a pencil eraser
until you find the evil-doer and let everyone
know what it was.

73 DE Dave Stinson AB5S
      arc5@ix.netcom.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com>
Subject: Re: R390 Anomaly Followup
Message-ID: <Pine.SCO.3.91.960812213813.12842A-100000@sd.cts.com>

On Sun, 11 Aug 1996, Bill Sorsby wrote:

> When I get to the bottom of the AGC problem, I'll post to the list.  If
> anyone's experience the problem with the meter running close to full scale,
> I'd sure appreciate hearing about it.

Just got my R-390A AGC problem fixed tonite, and it sounds like yours in
some ways.

My carrier level meter wouldn't go below about 30 on the scale, no 
matter what. On strong stations, carrier level would go up towards
full scale. Strong stations would distort, even block the receiver
at full RF gain, but turning down the gain gave proper audio. The 
Diode load terminal on front panel measured as high as -80 V. Thinking
that was the same as the AGC voltage line, figured -80 should cut
off any amp so spent a lot of time trying to find a break in the line
leaving some tubes running full gain. Ray Mote's comment about missing
jumper on rear panel, and more looking at the schematic set me towards the 
right path. With -80 diode load Volts, only had about -6 v on AGC line
on rear panel terminals. When I pulled V508 to scope the grid for
IF signal, I noticed the carrier meter pegged at full scale, which
starts to sound like your problem. Replacing V508 cured the problem.


73

John Kolb  jlkolb@cts.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: wb6zwc@ns.net
Subject: SUCCESS!
Message-ID: <199608132220.PAA24092@tomcat.ns.net>

Thanks to Rhett George, KE4HIH, and several other members of this group my 5KVA
isolation transformer is complete.  It has a 220 VAC input and two 220 VAC
filtered
outputs and two-gangs of 6-110 VAC outputs that are switched and filtered.  The 
input voltage and current are monitored with two meters.  It has a large neon
bulb that lets me know when the unit is plugged in to an outlet.  Of course both
hot lines are fused.  Best of all, it is on little wheels.

I plan on adding an outboard variac, switched, that will control either the 
110/220 outputs.

I will have to learn about variacs and what choices are available.  I have been 
following the current string on the subject with interest.

Nobody has mentioned, case-enclosures, or control knobs, and not much 
conversation on the "ganging" *ugly* phenomenon.  I want to keep it simple;
ie. one
coil, nice case and a good looking knob and small enough to be properly
mounted in
an out of the way place.

Determining current rating seems to be a problem.  The unit will generally be 
intended to bring old equipment up to speed.  I have a rather large (old) power
supply that will be fired by the variac.
====================================
Wanted 312-B3
Richard@Sacramento,Ca.



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: frank_adams@onf.com (Frank Adams)
Subject: T47/ART-13
Message-ID: <913406.72313401@onf.com>

Any of you interested in this?

An elderly local friend has the above aircraft unit (Collins), which he began
to convert ot SSB and never finished.  Vacuum relay & coil removed to
accomodate a pi-network, but are still around.  Heavy. Still has original
operator booklet in the rack under the front.  Lots of associated pieces (I
myself am not familiar with the rig): modulator chassis, supply(s)(?), etc. 
Can get more info as needed.  He could use a little money.  Located southern
Maine; have no clue how it might be shipped.  Complete manual.  The usual
"barn" storage, but all there I believe.

Frank
--- OffRoad 1.0 unregistered



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: "Frank Scutch-EFS003" <Frank_Scutch-EFS003@email.mot.com>
Subject: Testing 811A's with TV7D
Message-ID: <Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/@MHS>

Hello:

Can someone tell me if I can test 811A's with my TV7D tube tester?  I see 
811's on the chart but not 811A's.  Aren't  811's audio tubes?  I  think 
I've heard people mention 811A's used with this tester before.

Frank, WB4AYJ
efs003@email.mot.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Larry Keith <KQ4BY@IX.NETCOM.COM>
Subject: The King Has Arrived, In Georgia..
Message-ID: <3210E2A5.3A7@IX.NETCOM.COM>

Steve sez:  You really ought to have this stuff and it's only a hundred 
bucks and a couple of hundred miles... 

Larry sez:  Yeah, that's for me..The check is in the mail.

Up at 0400, on the road at 0445.. Ga 96 runs from here to Columbus, pick 
up US 80 and head for I-85.. Breakfast at truck stop north of 
Montgomery. Keep on truckin!  There's I-65. Only 75 miles more to go!

0930 (my time):  Here we are.. Well, what have I bought?  The King goes 
on the truck first. Get the tubes out of the desk drawer. Yep, that 
looks like a SX-110 cabinet to me. And, this one looks like a R-390 
cabinet.  Have to check that out.  Hallicrafters speaker. I can use 
that. Will look good with my SX-28.  Transformer..  2000 volts at .5 
amp. In the truck. B&W 850A? Hmm.. Another cabinet.. Looks like the 
remains of a Super Pro.  Oops! The box of variable condensers came 
apart. Glad I brought a couple of boxes.  More transformers.  More power 
supplies. Another big variable cap. It's hot in here. Wonder if there 
are any snakes. Antenna rotator? OK.  Rack panels. Uhhh.. These suckers 
are heavy. Nice little box.. I can build something in that. R-394? Never 
heard of it. Put it on the truck anyway. 'nother big transformer.  Too 
rusty, not marked, let it go...

What time is it?  1130! Time to go.. Back in truck. Need a cold drink 
and a place to clean up! Only four and half hours to get back home. I 
like these roads better in the daylight!  Gas prices are too high in 
Alabama! Hope I have enough to make it back to Georgia.

I-85, I-65, US 80, North Bypass around Columbus. Via the 94 machine, 
KL7Q sez there are no decent surplus places around Columbus. US 80, Gas 
and food stop. Gas prices are too high in Columbus, GA. But, Bone Yard 
One is setting on empty after 476 miles. Gassed and fed. Ga 96. It won't 
be long, now. Should be home by 1600. Cross the Flint river. Fort Valley 
is just a few more miles. Cross I-75 and hit the home stretch. Wonder 
where I am going to put this stuff..

1549... Home..

Well, it was a boatanchors kind of day here in the middle of Georgia.. 
Now let's see what's on the truck..

73,

Larry, KQ4BY


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: "Paul Fischer" <PFF@bfs.uwm.edu>
Subject: Using KWM2-A with linear
Message-ID: <B6439F6145@bfs.uwm.edu>

Hi Gang,
  I wish to use my kwm2-a with a linear. When I check  for voltage at 
the ant relay jack there is none. There is none with the mike keyed or 
unkeyed! What voltage should appear there?  Would anyone know if 
the kwm2-a has a normally closed or normally open ant relay? 
Thanks.


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org
Subject: VARIAC MAINTENANCE
Message-ID:  <9608131300.aa05159@pcusa01.ecunet.org>


Does any maintenance need to be done on Variacs?  For example, at the
moving (carbon?) brush area on the winding.

 -John Sehring (08/13/96  9:42 am MT @Baker, Montana) UCC wb2eqg


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: "michael d. ferraro" <ferraro@ix.netcom.com>
Subject: VHF AM ? Where & How ?
Message-ID: <199608130935.CAA15082@dfw-ix12.ix.netcom.com>

Shortly, I will be on 6mtr Am....Could anyone fill me in on the
frequencies, and most importantly, what antenna polarization !  How has the
activity been....thanks to all that reply

73 de Mike K6ZSR




Error: Keyboard not connected....Press F10 to continue


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: Dave Hockaday <wb4iuy@nando.net>
Subject: Re: VHF AM ? Where & How ?
Message-ID: <199608131230.IAA08192@bessel.nando.net>

>Shortly, I will be on 6mtr Am....Could anyone fill me in on the
>frequencies, and most importantly, what antenna polarization !  How has the
>activity been....thanks to all that reply
>
>73 de Mike K6ZSR
>

Hi Mike. The most popular AM frequency on 6 meters seems to be 50.400. There
are a few locals who are on from time to time, and there are often several
stations on when the band is up. In this area, vertically polarized omni's
are used on 6 AM, but some are using sloping dipoles, yagi's etc.



Dave Hockaday Wb4iuy
wb4iuy@nando.net

http://www.webbuild.com/~wb4iuy/teara.html
(alternate)http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/3341/
http://www.RTPnet.org/~fcarc/
(alternate)http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/3212/
http://www.webbuild.com/~wb4iuy/
(alternate)http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/3489/
http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/3349/
http://www.RTPnet.org/~rdrc/







From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: "michael d. ferraro" <ferraro@ix.netcom.com>
Subject: RE VHF AM Where ? How ? ..Thank You
Message-ID: <199608132103.OAA08546@dfw-ix7.ix.netcom.com>

Thanks to all who replied to my message....Concensus is 50.4 calling
frequency with horizontal polarization for local work.

73's de Mike K6ZSR




Error: Keyboard not connected....Press F10 to continue


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 13:29:43 1996
From: wj5j@juno.com (John D Hensley)
Subject: Wanted:  Johnson Valiant xmtr; misc manuals.
Message-ID: <19960813.000504.5159.11.wj5j@juno.com>

1.  Now's the season for lining up winter projects.  

I'm looking for a Johnson Viking Valiant which does not
need to work, but should have good cosmetics and be
complete.   Wasn't  there also a Valiant II ?   This was the
200w phone, 275 watt cw 160-10 meter xmtr. 

If you have one available, let me know whether you have
any trade interests or what your requirements are.  


2.  Teletype era manuals needed:

Please contact me if you have books for the Northern
Radio Corp.  units:

Type 105 Model 4A & 4B FSK keyer/exciter
Type 174 Model 1 FSK 2 channel demodulator

3.  Photocopy of Eldico SBA1 sideband adaptor needed.
\ and one for the Heath HX-11 xmtr.  Can trade copies
from my own manuals too.

73,  Doug 


******************* WJ5J/NNN0BXX ************************
WTB: National AN/WRR-2A or FRR-19 or R274x (SX-73)
WTF: Nat'l rack spkr, frame, xcal/nbfm module; KS1 p.s.
Needed:  SR150 inner adjusting knob, SX-100 band knob,
spare key buttons for model 19 tty; tty repair tools/parts
Also need 51J4/R388A parts unit or will buy repairable unit.
****************** wj5j @ juno.com ************************




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: "Andy Howard, WA4KCY" <102452.362@CompuServe.COM>
Subject: Re: What's fair on AM
Message-ID: <960813210038_102452.362_DHT105-1@CompuServe.COM>


In response to Steve Ellington's post concerning AM I would respond with the
following since I operate AM about 95 percent of the time.

Anything is fair when it comes to copying an AM signal, SSB signal, CW signal,
etc. I have many times turned on the product detector, went to the other
sideband or whatever it took to copy the station in question. I have even
changed receivers since all of my equipment is on-line. If however one is really
serious about copying AM signals the 75A4 is the best there is for selectivity,
sensitivity but not for audio quality. My SX-88 is the audio king. My normal
receiver of choice is an SX-115 when operating on 75 meters. This is the band
where the problems really arise because of QRM.

On 20 and higher I use a 32V3 and 75A4. Now comes the really important part of
the equation. My antenna is a 6 element KLM tribander at 75 feet. A piece of
wire just won't get it on the higher frequencies. The selectivity (front to back
and side to side) makes more difference than any receiver I have seen.

One of the problems with AM operation today is that its use has outgrown the
technical expertise required to operate the mode. It isn't and will never be as
efficient as single sideband. If it were there would be no SSB. People operate
SSB for its efficiency and AM for its nostalgia and audio quality. AM requires
lots of audio. My 813 homebrew transmitter is plate modulated (the real way to
modulate a transmitter for amateurs) and has about 600 watts of audio to impress
on the carrier. People who get on 75 meters with a screen modulated DX-60 at
9:00 at night are kidding themselves. Sunday afternoon is OK but on 75 at night
you just have to be able to compete with the SSB guys who would rather you not
be there anyway. As my friend but now silent key W4PNM used to say "75 meters is
the man's band".

I work the west coast on 75 meter AM easily in the winter when static is down.
There are problems with all modes but these problems can be overcome. As I have
told SSB operators who questioned my use of AM and its wide signal on today's
crowded bands "if it's efficient use of spectrum we want let's all go to a
digital mode and run frequency shift keying". You have to be using enough power
to discourage hostile SSB operators from parking right next to your signal. They
cannot stand the squeal they get when operating next to me. Now I know that some
of you are saying that guy WA4KCY hates SSB operators. Ain't so. Only the ones
who act like they are still on 11 meters and have brought the hostility and
in-your-face operating practices with them to the ham bands. I will not carry on
a QSO with an AM station who uses profanity and other practices that bring the
hobby into disrepute.

Steve I believe that you are in Louisville, Kentucky. If you want to hear a loud
and clear AM signal on 75 meters drop me a line and I will set up a time to get
on the air. Bet you won't have to do much fiddling with the receiver if I really
turn up the wick.

Your question raises some very valid and interesting points. There is no method
that is preferred over any other as far as I am concerned. I use what works. I
am not a Johnny-come-lately AM operator. I worked AM when it was more prevalent
on the bands than sideband. My first transmitter was an ART-13 in 1962. Things
don't chnage much. I still have an ART-13 that I operate from time to time. My
Handy-Talkies are AM. AM is such a desirable mode that way back before radio was
invented by Tesla they did, and do til this day, name half of the day AM.

Regards to all,

Andy Howard, WA4KCY
Southeastern Director,
AM International
Certificate #9



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Jeffrey Herman <jherman@hawaii.edu>
Subject: Re: What's fair on AM
Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.93.960813115437.9786A-100000@uhunix5>

"...name half the day AM." Does that mean we should only use AM during
the AM, and PM (phase modulation) during the PM? Dang, and here I've
been using only CW for 20 years. But, my 24-hour clock (no AM/PM) goes
in the CW (clockwise) direction so I guess I'm safe.
KH2PZ



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: Dave Hutchison <djhutch@cris.com>
Subject: WTB: Drake  RV-6
Message-ID: <32112086.2C1C@concentric.net>

I am looking for the outboard VFO for the Drake TR-6 transceiver.

73's

Dave Hutchison KW9U


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Aug 13 21:35:15 1996
From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org
Subject: XTAL SOURCES
Message-ID:  <9608131300.aa05203@pcusa01.ecunet.org>


Sorry to hear about Bob Woods & C-W Crystals.

I've had good results with Petersen Radio Company, 2735 Avenue A, Council
Bluffs, IA 51501, 712.323.7539.  Not expensive either.

 -John Sehring (08/13/96  9:46 am MT @Baker, Montana) UCC wb2eqg


